
ing.  Classes began at 8:00 or 
9:00 and ran until 3:00 or 4:00 
p.m .  Teachers expected stu-
dents to be on time, dress 
neatly, and to attend class regu-
larly. �������� 	
�� ������ �
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recited more often than they 
wrote.   The phrase “toeing the 

line” relates to the prac-
tice of making children 
stand at the line on the 
floor when reciting their 
lessons.  In order to 
focus on their lessons 
when others were recit-
ing, children developed 
skills in concentration 
to rival the modern stu-
dent of today who can 
listen to music and do 
homework at the same 
time.  
Corporal punishment 

was used and strongly encour-
aged by the parents of the stu-
dents.  

A brief survey of 
school books from the period 
indicated that their reading 
books advanced through several 
modern grade levels in any 
given year.  By the fifth year of 
school, students were reading 
material at a level which by 
today’s’ standards would be 
considered college level.  

Few states had the 
money to provide public 
schools in the 1800s, unlike 
today when every child is 
given the opportunity to at-
tend school regardless of in-
come.  Local churches and 
civic-minded citizens started 
schools in townships and rural 
areas.  

The teacher ran 
the one room school in 
the manner that they 
thought best. Many rural 
school teachers were un-
der 25 years old, and 
some were between 16 to 
18 years of age.  When 
the Civil War began, 
many male teachers left to 
join in the battle between 
the states.  Schools began 
to hire unmarried women 
to teach.  It was uncommon 
for a married woman to teach, 
many people felt married 
women should focus on tak-
ing care of her family.  

Communities paid 
school teachers a salary of 
about $3.00 to $5.00 a week. 
Public schools or academies 
paid about $5.00 to $15.00 
per week.  The community 
collected taxes to pay for their 
salaries as well as school sup-
plies and upkeep of the school 

house.  Schoolteachers 
boarded with families in some 
rural communities.  

By the start of the 
Civil War, city schools began 
to organize classes into eight 
grades.  Board members de-
cided that certain lessons be 
taught in each grade.  They 

divided the grades into pri-
m a r y  a n d  g r a m m a r 
schools.  Most children began 
primary school at the age of 5 
or 6.  After they learned their 
lessons in one level they were 
promoted to the next the 
grade much like today.  Stu-
dents in public schools went 
longer than children in rural 
areas because of the planting 
and harvesting season.  

Teachers stressed 
order and strict class schedul-
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We welcome all students who attend Education Day. We have various exhibits, 
lectures, and demonstrations to make this an educational and entertaining visit. 
You are welcome to return Saturday and Sunday to watch battles, attend a Ladies 
Tea, listen to speakers, and attend a period Sunday morning church service on the 
battlefield. We have no admission charge for participants or spectators.   

���������	�
��������
������� –���������
����
�



0 � * � � � �

��������	�
��	
�


���	�����	�������

�������	�����

�����	����

"�-!��

� ##&# ����!-�

��'&�1���+&�

�
������������ ���
�������
On October 19, 1862 Union Major 
Blankenship encamped his Harlan 
Battalion at the Lewis farm on 

Poor Fork. He ordered forty 
of his soldiers to the salt 
works to meet a group of 
home guards that wanted to 
join his outfit in that area. 
(Lt. Clabe Jones states in his 
autobiography that the pur-
pose was to drive the Confed-
erates from Perry County. 
The battle began when the 

Confederates were discovered pro-
curing late season watermelons 
(supposedly from a deaf and dumb 
man's patch). Taken by surprise, 
Captain David J. Caudill's men 
found themselves on one side of 
the Leatherwood Creek with ap-
proximate ly 40 o f  Major 
Blankenship's men exacting 

"severe" fire in both direc-
tions. The smoke from 140 
guns created a rolling mist 
and the smell of black pow-
der saturated the air. Lt. 
Clabe Jones stated, "We 
had a hot time for awhile." 
The battle see-sawed back 
and forth until Captain 
David J. Caudill received a 
severe wound in the hind-
quarters, rendering him 
unable to continue his lead-
ership role or stay in the 
saddle. Captain George 
Hogg quickly consulted his 
fellow officers and decided 
to evacuate the area.  

 Casualty estimates 
ranged from 1 dead on each 
side to 5 Confederates and 1 

Union soldier dead. With 
the sustained firepower of 
140 men, one must sum-
mate that several were 
wounded during the battle. 
The Harlan County Battal-
ion confiscated all the food,  
including according to Lt. 
Clabe Jones, the "Biggest 
pone of cornbread I ever 
saw. It would have weighed 
more than fifty pounds!" 
The watermelons also be-
came the spoils of the war. 
But two days later, Colonel 
Ben Caudill led five hun-
dred of his 13th Kentucky 
Cavalry on a raid of the 
main Harlan County camp 
and rescued most of the 
items borrowed by the Un-
ion boys. 
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Abraham Lincoln was President of 
the United States when several states 
seceded to form the Confederate 
States of America. Jefferson Davis 
was elected president of the Confed-
eracy. After a horrific war, the states 
were reunited. 

The salt works at Brashearville, now known 
as Cornettsville, were established in 1835. 
Salt water was cooked in large kettles. The 
works produced approximately 250 bushels of 
salt a week, and was strategically important to 
both armies. Salt was the major method used 
to preserve meat.  
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Here is a section of an 8th grade final exam from the 1880s. The people who completed the 8th grade were well educated. 
See the complete test on line at www.battleofleatherwood.com/Leatherwood/Publicity/2010/8th Grade Test. 

Orthography (Time, one hour) 

 

1. What is meant by the following: Alphabet, phonetic, orthography, etymology, syllabication? 

2. What are elementary sounds? How classified? 

3. What are the following, and give examples of each: Trigraph, sub vocals, dipthong, Cognate letters, linguals? 

4. Give four substitutes for caret 'u.’ 

5.  Give two rules for spelling words with final 'e'. Name two exceptions under each rule. 

6.  Give two uses of silent letters in spelling. Illustrate each. 

7.  Define the following prefixes and use in connection with a word: bi, dis, mis, pre, semi, post, non, inter, mono, 

sup. 

8.  Mark diacritically and divide into syllables the following and name the sign that indicates the sound: card, 

ball, mercy, sir, odd, cell, rise, blood, fare, last. 

9. Use the following correctly in sentences: cite, site, sight, fane, fain, feign, vane, vain, vein, raze, raise, rays. 

10. Write 10 words frequently mispronounced and indicate pronunciation by use of diacritical marks and by 

syllabication. 
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The words below are hidden in the random letters. Can you find them all? 
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